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WASHINGTON:

Office of Correspondence,
WASHINGTON CITY,
Al.l.. persons huving business in the city of Washinglon

ing any mformation dedred by auy person in suy part of
the world. No business, whetber publio or private, if of sn
honorable chnracter, will be excluded from tho, corresponis
enco of this office. Porsous wishing to know haw 10, proceed
in any business they may have hefore Congress, in the pubs
lic offices, &e., will be discroetly ndvised; and where profs
siousl or other aid 15 nocessary, the best will be procured o
_recomumonded.

The undersigned will rogard sll matiers communicatod to
bim In conpexion with this office as confidential,
and will; by himeelf nud through such agents ns It may be
necessary for him to employ, use every possible y u
1o preserve them inviolate,

Evory letter of inquiry must contain o fee of five dollars,
which will genorally be the only remuners t!unuquludll

N OB e o, ofaraw ¥aemsh
Vg

‘'We would call' the sttention of the public

erally, and n&cehﬂy of all pers

'ﬁuly‘hmﬂ Railroads, to the' r to
the Presidents of Railroad Companies; from the
committes of the meeting held in this city on the
8d inst. We understand that the meeting ad-
Jjourned until the first Tuesday in March, that the
great convention to be held at New Orleans on
the first Monday in Jan may act upon the
proposed modification of the laws regulating mail
coutracts. It is hoped that the adjourned meet-
ing will be fully uttended, and that Railrond
Companies who cannot conveniently send dele-
gates will authorize their members of Congress
or some one else to represent them.

[Ciremlar.] '
Wasninaron Crry, Dec. 10, 18561,

Bin: By the enclosed proceediugs of a meet-
ing held in this city om the 8d instant, it was
made the duty of the undersigned as a commit-
tee to correspoud with the several railroad com-
panies in the United States, and to report to an
udjnmodnnhgﬁ,l: be held in this eity on the
first Tuesday in h next, to consider a prop-
osition to petition Congress for a change in the
law regulating mail contracts, so as to enable the
Post Office Department to deliver to railroad eom-
panies United States five per cent. coupon bonds,
upon permanent contracts for carrying the mail,
to an amount the interest upon which, at five per
cent., would be equal to the payments to bo made
under existing laws; and they therefore respect-
fully call the attention of your cemgny to the
subject, and invite your co-operation. They
prefer that you should send delegates to
theadjourned meeting ; for the opinionsexpressed
by & convention of practical men, representing
so much wealth, cnterprise, and intelligence, will
command, as they will deserve, the confidence and
respect of Congress, and thus promote the adop-
tion of such details as may be agreed upon in
convention; but if it should not be convenient to
send delegates, we would ask your company to
submit, through us, your wishes and opinions

therewith.
. It is well known that many
to internal improvements by
ment—some m;ing ‘the power of Congress to
make priations for that object; others fear-
ing that the exercise of such power would lead

ns are opposed
e general govern-

construction of railroads. The contracts will be
restricted to the service which the several rail-
road companies are in condition to execute when
the payments are made.

It is true that the modification of the
laws regulating mail contracts will give similar
payments pro raia, a8 new roads are made and as
old ones are extended, and will so far increase
the credit and resources of rudlroad companies.
The same effect, although to a less extent, re-
sults from existing laws, and surely it cannot be
urged a8 & valid objection to the proposed ehange
that it will aid in the extension of the rajlroad
system. We olaim as a merit, that the proposed
modification will aid in extending the system by
E'hiu‘ greater value to railroad investments.

nder existing laws contracts are made for four
years, and the payments are continued, if not in-
creased ad infinitum. Under the proposed modi-
fication the contmacts will be made, giving the
United States the perpetual use of railroads ; and
the rate of compensation is so reduced that, at
the end of thirty-three years, the payments will
cense, and the department will forever thereafter
have the use of such railroad free of all charge.

It is objected that old routes may be super-
sedell by new ones, and the present service so
diminished as to render it inexpedient to make

rmsuent contracts at the rates proposed. It

as also been objected that railroads now in use
may be discontinued, and that sach railrond com-
panies cannot protect the department from loss.
We answor these objections by assuming that the
contracts will be made by a board appointed for
that purpose, and that no contracts will be given
unless that board be fully satisfied that mail ser-
vice adequate to the payments will be amply se-
cured to the.United States.

We desire to obtain the views of your company
upon these and all other matters of detail, and
respectfully ask of you to furnish us such statis-
tics as will enablous to submit to the convention
and to- Congress a-statement showing the com-
parative inorense or diminution, as the case may
be, of the mail service performed by your com-
pany—the past, and probable future increase of
the weight of mails carried over the route of
your road. And in this connexion we wish to
learn what, in your opinion, will be the probable
increased weight of the mnils, if newspapers and
periodicals are sent free of postage.

We wish you also to state what is the present
current price of your shares, what rate of divi-
dend does your company now pay, and what divi-
dend could you pay under a contract such as we

pr:ﬁue

¢ committec venture to invite the co-opera-
tion of the railroad convention to be held in New
Orleans on the first Monday of January, and that
the newspapers in the South and West will urge
upon all those who are interested in railroads or
in the extension of the system a favorable con-
siderntion of the measure pro , and the ne-
cessity of prompt and efficient co-operation. In
behalf of the committee,

DUFF GREEN, Chairman.

L] held in Wagh o th

Proceatings of ﬂ;g:'}w 4 in, Washington Oty on the
. At n mesting of gentiemen, bled, at the request of
Gen, Duff Green, to conkidor a project for modifying the ex-
inting laws regulating the lettibyz of malls to raflroad cor-
poratione—

Gen. Morton, of Florida, was chosen president, and Albwrt
Hmith, of Maine, secrotary,

The meeting was nddressed
ropowition ; after which, = duml‘l:? o
mby ull mtmn present, the tollowing
resu| was H

“ Resolved, That n committes of five b-"nnriinhd. vllth

Gen. Green in explanation
voramtion

upon the main proposition, and upon the details |
connected ;

but should it not compensate for the service to be rendered,
the proper amount will be stated In a satisfuctory lottor in
reply. :
" 8@ Address, (postage proppid,)
, 'THOMAS €. CONNOLLY,
Ofiec of Corvespondence, Washington, D. O.

. Wagiipiezow Orry, January 16, 1852,
Mr. Tnoaas €, Coswory i3 known to s ss & worlhy clti-
#en, 08 o gentleman of intelligence, and as a clear, nocurate,
and ready writer; and we regard him s eminently qualified
for the able, prompt, snd faithful performance of the useful
duties eonnected with his new aml origisal design of nn
Orrick or CORMESIONDENCE, "
RICHARD WALLACH,
[U. B, Marshal fir the District of Colwmbia, |
WALTER LENOX,
[Mayor of Weahington City.]
JO. GALES,
[Beniop editor of the * National Intelligencer.”]
K. W. LATITAM,
jan 17— [Bunker.]
[Tntel. Repub, & Unfon—Tu. Th. & Sut. if 6m.]

SKY-LIGHT DAGUERREAN GALLERY!
LANE & TUCKER'S BUILDING,
. Tennsylvawia Avenue, Washingtom, D. (.
Tﬂl subseriber wonld 3 inform the ladies and
gentlemen of Washin, and vicinity, that he has
openad the above rooms for the pnrm: of Iljtz‘nf the like-
nesses of all who may wish to favor witha eall. He hae

sparod no expense in making it the
lrg"h‘-a'l: GAI.L}:"lfY IN THE CITY.

be ercelled by suy one. e will give his personnl sttention
o cach picture, and will suffer no oue to go away dissatisfied.
His apparstus is entirely uew, and possesses all the Intest
improvements, having one of the most artistieally arranged
HKY-LIGIITR in the country.

: e is willing to guaranty satisfuction or no sale. &8

A lnrge t of fancy cases constantly on hand aoud
for ndq.nt reasonnhle rates.
Postrmorton tases VT NG

¥ e

jan 21—1y E. C. THOMPSON.

WILLIAM WALL,
Mevehant Trilor wnd Dealer ¥ Ready-made Clothing, ein-
sylvanic Aventie, len doors west of Sth streel, and nest
to M. Bhanks's Tron Buil

the District to his L nnd el
fine and superfine Cloths, meres,
desirable style nnd quality, which he will be plossed to make
to order at the shortest notice, and ip superior siyle of work-

manship. Jnn 21—t

LAW NOTICE.
Riohard M. Young & J. McNeale Latham,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

Will practise-in the Supreme Court of the United States anil
the several Courts of the District of Columbis.

Jan 1
MAYOR'S OFFICE, W
1l bo recelved at this

to combinations resulting in partial and unjust offloe up'tttﬂ'::’uitndq of _’m.r;" next, inclusive, for
legislation. "It will be seen that the tion | making Pum drants, Logs for water, and
under consideration is frée from Uhee ctions. J»i'nrm Ipy in W“% fixing, sud mMu‘:ﬁ-
It neks no appropriation of money in aid of the 5 thessme fn perfect repair

the best mauner, for knﬂ%
r constant use, for the term of years, commenciog on
1st day of Apwil, 1852, agroeably to the fullowing specifi-

Digging and wall .nr atiattng siateiils snd
ng and wal w uding mal -
moving the dirt, ‘lgot. limeal.

Oleaniug out ':;I: each.
BinKing vld wells r, per foot.
Taking out old walls, and putting in same, per fool.
Cases of eight foet le per foot.
of more than t fort longth, per fuot.
Covering new walls, including materinls.
Paving new wells, Including briek and pump stone.
Opening old wells, and eovering same with old materials,

oning old and covering same with tiew timber,
rdratie FOR PUE‘I‘PS.
Keeping the pumps In repair, vis: stoppiog all leak-, &e.,
when it ean be done without t.n.'l:l.ng out the pump, each.

Taking out and in old h.
e g g g, by g

Nuw Jogs put in old pumps, each.

New htoz and spouts in old pumps, each.

Now pumps, per foot.

Boxea spouts.for pew pumps, each,

Copper chambuere for Eumgi-
FOR HYDRANTSE.

Keeping the hydrants ia repair, vis: stopping all Jeaks,
&e., all new valves and spouts, repairing the old ones, and
nplrin&wur old irons belonging to them, when it can be
done wi t tuking the rant out, cach,

Tuking gut hydrants

New hydranta, per foot.

Bpouts for hydrnh‘. ench.

Fibice yaupe 511 hparintn tesh

in rants, ench.
- v Il’ghl WORK.

HMandles, axlen, plates, bands and repairs, per Ib.

Spout and lower box-drons for pumps, ench,

New Joints o old spears.

New spout and valve irons for hydranta,

WALTER LENOX, Mayor,

putting in same, each.

#-The Mayor reserves the privilege of
dividing the city into two distriets, and of giving the lowest
com petent tha-r the choleo of districts, and to the noxt
lowest the other. [ Jum 3—tad

REMOVAL,
GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES,

VIR Bubseriber, intending to remove from his prosent
'1 place of business 1o & morg commodions store, offers for
salo npwands of §3,000 worth of goods, st greatly reduced
prices, until the 16th of Fehruary.

Persons in want of goods in my lne will find it to their
advantage to call on me before purchasing elsewliere,

. JAN T, LLOYD,

Denlor in Profte, Wioes, Thguors, Clgnrs, Comestibles, &o,
Pn avenne, three doors east of 16th streot.

Jan l—tr [Wnsh, Newe, |

IMPORTANT TO THE DEAF.

OCTOI HARTLY, AURIST, from the Kar Infirnney,
Dw Arch streot, Philsdelphin, tn aonounee his e
tarn to this clty for a fiew dnys, ¢ number and Impor
tanoe of the eased under his eare, on his reoent visit, and the
eratifying smount of suceess which attended his treatment.
have ipduced bin to expedite his return.  His stay here
will depend much apon clreumstances: and 1t will he wl
vhahle for those whi wish to consnlt bim to mnke mrearly
enll. Restdenco over Myers's Drysgoods store, between fth
anid 10th strects, Pennsylvania avenuve. Cossmliation and
exnuiiuntion foe, §1. Jon Ldar

FFICE OF CORRESPONDENCK,

WASHINGTON Ty, D. 0,

A letter on any bisinces, addressd to this office, and ou-
tlosing & foa of e dollary, will procure & satiefactory reply.
Nerrngsces, — K, Wallach, U, ¥ Marshinl; W, lonox,
Mavor; Jo, Galos, of the “ Intelligencer:” K, W, Latliam,
Banker. Address F . CONNOLLY,
OMee of Correspondonce, Washington, 1. C.
&&= FDITORS who place the above notice, with thils notae,
among the busness cards in thelr columns, may ut all tines
command the services of Uiis oMee. )
Jan H— .0 0

Warranted Bay Water!
‘ \me.wun to me o bo the best article in the New
York market, Prioe low,
| A. GRAY, Bookrellor,
| Jjun b | Wash, News.] Baventh street.

B et
| FANCY PAPER HEADQUARTERS!
10LD PAPER, pisin and embossed ; Bilver, l.'u{ln'r.
(I Whita Motal, Chinese, Steel Blue, Carmine, and Ulla
mnrine mbonoJ ginmed, reil and finest German Fancy,
of wll colors amd Gold borders, of wil eleen; English and
Ameritnn Tissue, Oll, Tracing, Perforated, nod Drawing Pa-
rer.  For sale by A, GRAY, Booksellor,
Jan 10— Hovemth strest,

nudl to corrospond with the several oomp
In the United Btates upon the suhject of an apy
Congress for a change in the mode of compenstion fur
mmﬁomlll on raitroads, and to ulguln:r y I
be s to n meeting to be hereaftor convened by the
mbidl oom mitive,”

Gon, Duifl Green, Mr, Blunt, of Florlda, Albert Smith, of
Maine, Robert H. r wnd Col. Fontiine, of Virginia,

" Voted, that the raseting be adjourned.
¢ e Avpent fwrrn, Beoretary.

to Pﬂéﬁﬂ'l CHEMICAL HAIR INVIG-

TOR, to prevent Baldness, and
wmnththlrl]althurﬂ:mnﬂur hecome thing amnd o
CURE RFFROTU ALLY BOUJUF or DANDRUFFprico 50 conts,

VELON'S MAGIC HAIR ULy, for the promotion of the
LuXumIAXT (iROWTA and Beavry, the PRESERVATION and Wie
roramion, of the HATR—price 26 cants. i 3
| g These nrtjeles sre warranted I'Grtl satigfuotion.

For sule by A. GRAY, Bookweller,

| jam 19— Tih ot opp, Odd-Fallows’ Hall

And from his lang experience s mrmm. of severnl gal-"
lertes In New York city, ke is wu&cﬂm that his work cannot

lding,
WOULD respeotfully invito the citisens and strangers of
unl wssortment of
Yestings, of every |

AMERICAN TELEGRAPH.
MOUNT VESUVIUS AND IT8 ERUPTIONS.
: Bosrox, January 1, 1852.

 T'o the Editor of the Evening Transcript :

Having visited M. Sattler’s Cosmoramas, and
boen groatly pleased with the truth of his-de-
lineations and the finish of his drawings, I was
induced to refer to my journal of 1834, deseri-
bigl my ascent upon Mount Vesuvius, during
the eruption, which he has presented in the
series now open. Understanding that it might
do him some good service, if I should testify to
his accuracy and taste in this particular, I send
you the journal, as written the day after my
visit, assuring you that it was written in travel.
ler’s haste, and has but this to recommend it
namely, that it is true. .

Faithfully, yours, CuarLes Brooks,
"‘f ¢ NarLes, Febuary 14, 1834, |

esterday, in comrpany with three and
ono gentleman—all Jews—I ascended Mount
Vesuvins. - At 12 o'clock I left Naples with

these intelligent and interesting companions,
driving over Herculaneum and stopping at Re-

ginn, at the house of # S8alvatore Madonna,” the
celebrated Cicerone of the mountain. No soon-
er had we entered his honse than lo! a rush of
mules and donkeys filled his yard, each owner
clamorously entreating us to select his as the
best, So closely had they crowded round the
door, that nothing but their heads and saddles
could De goen. Never did a flock of sheep in
Brighton stalls stand closer. We told our Ci-
cerone to provide every accommodation, and
free us from these importunities. Every bar-
gain in this region seems to be a guarrel.

Girt and rond-ready, and the five best ani-
mals having been selected, we were all en route
with commendable despatch, each owner goin
with ‘his animal to ‘I:Ey the cruel sﬁmuﬁs o%
blows, according to the bribes of the rider.
Mnrt:lnng in single file, we made qyite a show;
for we were thirty-six persons in all—twelve
servants and porters—and twenty-four men for
the ladies, = A soldier, with a loaded rifle, was
all the guard we needed. Accompanied and
sometimes surrounded by this rigged retinue,
murdering the English flmgun.ge and also the
Italian, we immediately left the street, opposite
Fontana di Resina, and struck into the path
which ends at the crater. The road for a mile
was wide, though filled with broken lava, much
resembling the refuse deposits which  black-
smiths throw out of their forges, The dust,
the fields, the walls, everything was lava. The
ascent for two miles was about as steep as Park
street, in Boston.

On each side of this road were vinoyards,
extending for miles, and showing remarkable
luxuriance. Here is produced that far-famed
wine, “Lachrymea Christi,” (Tears of Christ.)
I asked a vine dresser, who was among vines
which he had planted upon the lava of a recent
irraption, how he dared to live and plant in
such a place. He answered, “I've never been
killed yet ; and if my farm is not covered with
liquid lava oftener than once in seven years, |
can de better here than vthers down the moun-
tain”” Having seven miles to ride on mules
and donkeys, that never trot, we hurried their
walk, and began to come to some ascents so
precipitous that I found it labor to keep upon
my saddle. The sure-footedness of the ass is
Emwcrl)inl, and it surprised us continually; for

e carried us safely over crags and by the ed
of precipices, at the sight of which my blood
rushed in fevers throngh my veins. All thathe
asks of you is to sit quietly and let him alone.
I threw the reins down, and wished well to my
waywise Longears. At the end of two miles,
the vineyards ceased and the track narrowed.
We came soon to deep ravines, with walls of
lava from fifty to one hundred feet high, push-
ing out in every irregularity of strata and queer-
ness of angle. Now we paced the edge of a
mountain steep, and now, in ten minutes after-
wards, sallied forth upon the top of a narrow
bank, in view of half the surrounding country.
Our path was so winding that we seldom saw
the whole of our party. We liked Salvatore
mugh, for he watched us as closely as the sher-
iff does the criminals he is leading to prison.
Half wnm up the mountain, sat on lava, amid
thousands of its dark and frowning acres
stands the lava Hermitage, a small two-storied
house, whose whitewnshed exterior made it
look from a distance like a lump of chalk on a
heap of coal, Here we must rest for half an
hour. We went to the second story, and there
found a large room and the book in which each
traveller writes his name and something more,
A kind-hearted monk served us with bread,
butter, grapes, and genuine “Lachryma Chris-
ti."” 1 was curions to see how my Jewish friends
would manage to take, from the hands of a
Christinn professor, wine bearing such a name.
They despatched a bottle very quickly, and
asked no questions for conscience sake,

After leaving the Hermitage, the way be-
came more steep and ragged. _ We soon came
to the hills made by the lava®of 1832. The
lava luid in ridges, and something like wind-
rows, as if it had been rolled up as the sea
rolls its waves, each wave coming n little short
of the last, and there stopped and petrified.
Acres of those appearances presented them-
selves: then suoceeded small tumuli, evidently
hove up by the throes of the ebbing and flow-
ing ocean within, Over. aside, and around

these angular and bristly heaps, our indistinct
qulh laid, Tn some places the lava seems to
iave been cooled at the moment when the force

helow had lifted it to its highest point. This
Inva is a8 hard as the cast-off clinkers of a
blncksmith's furnace. The lava mixed with
pebbles is softer, the honeycoml is softer still,
and that in the form of ashes is lightest of all,
I have specimens of ench. When a mile from
the Hermitage, the air became cold, and soon it
began to snow. Strange contrast, this, to the
temperature of Naples whero we found a top-
cont needless. 1 now had on a thick surtout,
and yet was cold. The outline of the moun-
tin now presented itself favorably, though not
50 favorably as from Virgil's tomb, where the
unbroken sides of the huge cone are one of the
world’s wonders. Wo' could sce the width of
the erater of A, D. 70, when the whole top of

peii, Heroulanenm, and Stabin, wero destroyed.

Our mules trod safely, and we threaded the
narrow and broken path, oceasionally stopping
to take a survey of the city and its benutiful
bay; which now seemed to lie at our foet, At3

o'vlack we arrived at the place (five miles from |

our earringe) where our donkeys and mules
wore to bo left, and we gentlemen were to
climb, and the Iadies were to bo taken by
“chuises-h-porteurs.”” A chair is fastened to

two poles, and then four men 1ift a lady thus

SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JANUARY 3I, 1852,

| servant,
“|the mountain was taken off, and when Pom- |

comfortably seated, and earry her up the moun- |
tain, two men her and two hehind : at)
ench fifty rods, the four men give place to four |
fresh ones. Our three ladies, perched upon the
shoulders of their porters, mumau hable con-
trast with us gentlemen, whose mode of nscent|
was very different. My %uitlc 'put his donkey’s
bridle over his head and breast, and'then gave

right, I began to ascend. The steepness seem«
ed to inerease. snow, covered with black
ashes, made a cold and dirty mixture to walk
in, besides uffording only a doubtful footheld
to the sinking climber. For onee, I thanked
Heaven that I was not fat. “How hard to
elimb the steep nscent!” I truly thought that
my knees would separate at their joints, For
nearly two miles we had this labor, when all
exhaustion seemed to vanish at the sudden
gpmmfoof the next cone, where the crater was
Jjust belehing forth volumes of smoke, five, and
stones, :

Woe soon reached a resting place, the edge
of the crater of A. D. 79, over whose surface
of a mile in width woveseén issues of hrimstone
smoke through innumerable small crevices
But our eyes were fastened upon the eruptions
from the main crater. This erater is a mile
in diameter. We approached the cone, which
it has made for itself, and were shout 80 rods
distant from the upper edge of the mouth, and
here the fiery missiles thrown into the air caine
rolling down the cone till they reached our
very feet. The eruptions were on this wise.
A deep groaning thunder rolls within the bhody
of the mountain ; immediately after this there
issues from the crater a globe of white, ashes-
colored smoke, as from the mouths of ten thou-
sand cannons mingled into one. This eloud of
smoke kas not risen more than fifty or & hun-
dred feet, when lo! shoots up a blast of stones
red hot from the boiling eauldron, most of them
weighing less than fifty poumis, yet many
weighing from one and two to even five hundred
pounds. Their projectile force is such as to
send them six hundred feet into the air, yet
seldom in the same direction. Their velocity
is so great that they could be distinetly scen
cleaving the smoke in their upward way, like
arrows through o mist. Having mounted far
into the clear sky, they fell. Yes, they fell
with a speed which such high bodies gain : some,
buck into the burning océnn whence they came,
hut many upon the sides of the cone, far from
its apex, and there striking the black, hard
lava and beds of blackened ashes, rolled to the
bottom where we stood, retaining their full red-
ness to their journey’s end, I stood trembling
in mute wonder before the awful sublimity.
When tho shower fell on our part of the cone,
its sides for a mile each way appeared alive
with liquid fire. Every five or six minutes was
repeated this shower of fire-balls, Night came
on; and what added a terrific grandeur to the
scene was the premature darkness caused by
the overhanging clouds of smoke. At times
these elouds are 20 dense as to shut out the sun,
and make a Vesuvian night even in the full
blaze of day. [ felt that horrorstriking, ehilly
g:cum which we sometimes experience just be-

a dreadful thunder storm.

At the intervals hetween the spasmodic
heavings of the mountain, an awful and reli-
giousstillness reigns everywhere. A hursh word
would seem a profanation in the presence of
such a power. A solemn awe penetrated my
inmost soul, as the place trembled by the all-
active energy of God. We were silent, and
seemed, like Moses, smitten down by the over-
powering sublimity of the scene. To what ut-

£€ | ter nothingness does man feel himeself reduced,

when he is shaken hy that Power which he
knows can rend the earth asunder. We now
renlized that we were in the dwelling-place of
power, and that here Nature spoke to our hearts
with a divine emphasis. To the last hour of
my recorded time, will these sounds vibrate on
my ear.

But 1 am not going to preach, like a voleana,
or to make this journal o pillar of fire—so, to
my narrative. After watching these convul-
gions of the mountain and these discharges of
the crater, we began to examine the region
around us, and saw spread before and on each
side hundreds of aeres of lava, lying in broken
masses, somewhut resembling the confusion of
rocks on the sea shore at Cohasset. We hegan
to walk over these erags, and soon found thewr
warmth penetrating our feet. I could not bear
my hand on the ﬁt\'a over which we were
tronding. [t was the lava of last year; we were
in the old erater of 79, and bat a thin ornst of
lu:triiiml seorim kept us from sinking into the
iquid lake of fire below. On we went; and
the sulphunrous smoke, issuing from the open
soams under our feet, almost suffocated us
About sixty rods from our lust starting-place.
going south, we cmne to a seam up to which
the red lava rushed at every heave of the moun-
tain. I wished to watch thiv, Standing over
it, I had to wait but two minutes. The growl-
ing thunder announced the convalsion, At
that moment the ocean of fire within rose, and
it thrust the smoke through the seam with n
violent hissing noise, exactly like that made hy
the escape of stewn from an engine. Inunedi-
ately came the melted lava, and 1 concluded
that [ was too near to a hutJ:lnua, The soles
of my boots began to curl, and one of our ladies
fainted. The salphurons vapors had taken the
colors out of the dresses of our rich Jewesses:
and never did Indies look more strenked and
speckled! On we went, nnd soon came to many
ol these seams, or cracks, which ran up and
down the mountain for a mile or more. | put
my stick into many of them, and at each time
it took fire. When the sulphur issoed from
them, in yellowish smoke, they seemed like o
many heftu of parallel longitadionl lines. 1
watched the heaving pulsations of the living
mass with some anxiety., These seams or open-
ings show, like arteries, the moments of convul-
sion within, and keep time with every spasm of
the pile. The heat was so great that, a« |
lovked over the surrounding acres, the nir had
that trembling quiver and wavy uprising which
is seen over o highly heated stove. | felt as il
the whole region might burst into 8 Lrimstone
flame,

Nevertheless, on we went ; Salvatore aheald
We now came into a district perfectly vellow,
The sulphur had ecovered everything
ered many specimens, and gave them tomy
Going still south, we arrived at the
largest seam yot discovered. Descending a
fow rods. we weore Hllrlil'ir‘l'll with o new fact.
namoly, a spiracle. This ix n vent or E‘Wﬂﬂh
ing hole in the side of the mountain ! We were
now nearly n mile below the top of the crater ;
yet here on the side of the voleano there was
 hole, from four to six feet wide, and as many
deep, opened into the terrific eaverns beneath.
The mountain seemed to have been tapped at
this plaoe, and red-hot lava ran out of the hole

about as fast as tar runs from a onsk. Iis
fregh, fiery redness was remarkable, and we

the reins to me, and with these in my left hand, | sight o fres
and a long white-onk Vesuvinn cane in my  these spiracles on the side of the mountain
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could withstand the heat and brimstons onl
by gettting to the windward, This stréam 0{'
laya ran down the mountain to & valley about &
mile and a balf distant; and strange to tell, it
rotained its ess through most of its jour-
ney. This puzgled me, when [ dhnowrsdjfl.::t
the Lottom of the moving mass flowed slower

than the top, thus constantly rolling up into
red | There are three of

mext to Naples, ench throwing out. it river of
fire, and from my hotel, the © Crocelle,” they
look during the night Tike threée girdles of
flame. 1 stood over the spiracls, and put my
cane into the eurvent; it wok fire ugmokly a4
if immersed in a blasting furnace. ~ By some
lahor, and more dn\nFar. 1 succeeded in gatting
out about a gill of laya, just issued inta

and pressing into it a silver coin, carfing, im-
Frinoned it there, and this I shall show m
ll-icn{lrs in America 08 my first workings in
nvn,

erater glowed upon us from the sky. A night
on Vesuvius during sn eruption!  Who can de-
seribe it? I shall not try. We now began to
think of descending. It took us long to reach
the place of our wiing, bay
just visible, the lighthouses revealed | o8,
and the lamps of the city shed a faint glow
over Naples. Arrived at the edge of the steep
declivity, we hegan to descend ; and we found
gravitation, which had been so unwilling to
help us, up, much too now- to help us
down. Our ladies were obliged to walk, and
two of them fell, spite of belts and bridles.
Arriving at our maule-station, much the worse
for wear, we called the roll, then mounted our
mules, and started with a song, thirty Italian
voices in a chorus, “ Take care, Mr. Lon
how you step; 1 feel a personal interest in all
vour ways” My donkey did nobly ! for I took
a letter to Salvatore, Hj;ving ne a mile, our
guido asked. us to turm round, when lo! we
heard faintly the thunder of the volcano, then
came the smoke, and then the balls of fire.
The lightning flashes were vividsin the ex-
treme; and the moon could ‘do little in dim-
ming the splendor. The three streams from
the spiracles appeared like fiery belts upon the
black surface of the mountain, Salvatore ex-
plained all, and we had not a few guestions to
ask, The view of so much fire, in the niEht,
and under overhapging clouds, was worth a
journey from America, j

We reached the Hermitage ; and the refresh-
ments, furnished by whatever hand and called
by whatever names, we readily accepted and
speedily appropriated. For the first time we
hegan to feel weary. And now we are lﬁn
mounted ; and lo! torches are seen whisking
about us on every side. These mountain torches
are made of rope, saturated with tar and oil,
and are about five feet long and three inches
in diameter. Our ragamufiin retinue begun to
wave their torches and sing their Vesuvian
choruses, The shifting lights and shadows
among the craggy oliffs of old lava made this
art of our journey quite ble. At last,

esina hove in gight; and turning round once
more to take a last view of the awful grandeur
of the mountain, we bade it farewell, and soon
found ourselves in the house of the intel t
and faithful Salvatore. During our ride of five
miles in our carriage, we discussed the subject
of voleanoes, and supposed them wheaal{-t -
valves scattered over a region which, but for
them, would be continually riven by devouring
earthquakes. They preserve the needed equi-
librium, and may be condidered as thermome-
ters, indicating Lﬂe degrees of heat which must
Le released {rom the great steam reservoirs bhe-
low. Etna and Vesuvius have never been
known to erupt at the same time. The present
erater was measured abour a year ago, when
all was quiet, and found to be twelve hundred
feet deep! Think, then, of the power that
could throw up from such an abyss tem or
twenty thousand stones at once, some of which
weighed five hundred pounds! Happy were
we to reach our lodgings, and most lmpsy to
have geen Vesuvius during the night and the
day, amidst one of its grandest eruptions. It
has, in .one sense, been a religious pilTriumge
to me: for, many times was my soul lifted in
‘fresh adoration to that great Being, who *look-
eth upon the earth, and it trembleth; who
toucheth the hills, and they smoke.”

Tom CorwiN AND THE STaGE DrivER—
Gov. Corwin, on his Wﬂ.{ to Washington in the
stage some years ago, dropped his hat out of
the stage window ; ns the hat fell. he called
out to the driver to stop, but the stage went
on to the watering place, some miles, at a rapid
rate.  When the stage stopped, Corwin jumped
out bare-liended, stepped up to the driver, who
was a Inrge, powerfol man, laid his hsnmon
his shoulder, and remarked: ~ “ You ref to
stop the stage W hen my hat ﬁ“ ”ﬂ: lnd now
you have to take n thrashing before you leave
here.” The driver turned his head, and pro-
vokingly remarked: “That is a game that
two cun play at.” Corwin’s reply was just
what might be expected from him. Smiling
in the face of the dirver, and bowing with one
of his peculiar hows, he replied, you,
«ir: thank vou, sir: that ides had never ocourred
to me; " and turning round, ste into the
stage, and closed the door. The new driver
took his sent, and the stage drove on.
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Do vou Hoxon vour ParesnTts '—| knew a
little hoy at school, whose father was dead. He
was one day writing from the copy, " Honor thy
father and thy mother.” He wrote a few lines,
and then laid down his pen and began to weep.
He began again, wrote on a few lines more ;
but his memory was at work, recalling to his
mind the happy days he had passed with his
dear futher, and he wept anew. He could
not get on, hut sohbed alond. What is the
matter, my boy ?7 said the teacher. *Oh'
Mr . | cannot write this copy ; my fa-
ther is dead! Please gi\'ﬂ me another
and cut this lenf out. T eannot write it.”

Mas, Gex. Scorr enlled the Magyar
chief on New Year's dS}'. While there, Gene-
rul Cass came in, and going up to General

seott, said—=Well, General, are you prepared
to lond & hundred thousand brave Americans

r to Hungary, to nssist our friend the Governor 1"
I gath- - §ir > voplied General Scott, drawing himself

up to the height of his stately person, “1 am
prepared to lead my countrymen wherever
Copgress directs me to go.” 18 Answer was
that of n true Ameriean. and worthy * the hero
of & hundred battles,”— V1. Family Gazette,

Austriay Auyesty.—It is announced that
the Austrinn Government have nted an
amnesty, which includes many Hungarian
personages who have slways been in_discord
with Kossuth, Among & is mentioped
Count Batthyany, who has resided for some
time in Paris, where he enjoys much donsider-
ation

As night came on, the fiery missiles of the




